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HONORING SHELBY O’NEIL 

HON. JIMMY PANETTA 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, October 5, 2017 

Mr. PANETTA. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
recognize Shelby O’Neil, a dedicated con-
stituent of the 20th Congressional District. At 
just sixteen years of age, Shelby has found a 
passion for environmentalism that she has 
channeled in ways that are truly exceptional. 

In my district on the central coast of Cali-
fornia, we understand the importance of con-
servation and respect for the natural environ-
ment we all enjoy. Among the many parks and 
recreation areas in the 20th district, our crown 
jewel is the Monterey Bay National Marine 
Sanctuary. This pristine stretch of coastline, 
while enjoyed in many ways by residents and 
tourists alike, also stands as an enduring re-
sponsibility to the residents of the Central 
Coast to ensure its protection. Protected lands 
such as the sanctuary in our backyard are liv-
ing postcards that we pass to future genera-
tions. It is up to those future generations to 
shoulder that burden and rise to the respon-
sibilities. Shelby has answered this call, and 
has risen to this challenge in truly impressive 
ways. 

Shelby has demonstrated sincere dedication 
to the cause of reducing ocean pollution and 
has built a framework with which to engage 
her peers, neighbors, and businesses in pro-
tecting our local environment. She came to 
develop a passion for this cause by volun-
teering at the Monterey Bay Aquarium, a 
world-renowned institution of marine biological 
research. During her time as a volunteer, 
Shelby quickly learned about the threat that 
pollution poses to the ocean. Determined to 
take action, Shelby founded her own nonprofit 
organization, the Junior Ocean Guardians. 
Under Shelby’s leadership, the Junior Ocean 
Guardians have planned several beach clean-
up efforts and done classroom presentations 
at schools around the Central Coast to raise 
awareness and build support for the organiza-
tion’s mission of protecting our oceans. 

In addition, the Junior Ocean Guardians are 
championing a new initiative called ‘‘No Straw 
November.’’ In my home state of California, a 
permanent ban has been issued on plastic 
bags due to the unnecessary pollution they 
cause in our oceans. However, there is still 
much work to be done in reducing other 
sources of plastic pollution. That is why I am 
so impressed with the Junior Ocean Guard-
ians, who have taken on the goal of ending 
the use of single use plastic straws, which 
pose a serious risk to our diverse marine eco-
systems on the coast of California. No Straw 
November represents an effort to raise the 
public’s awareness of the importance of plastic 
pollution by challenging participants to go an 
entire month without using a single use plastic 
straw. While there is much work to be done in 
the halls of Congress to address environ-
mental pollution, real change begins by chang-

ing our habits and behaviors. By challenging 
her community to make the small sacrifices 
necessary to sustain the beautiful natural habi-
tats we all enjoy, Shelby is performing a vital 
civic duty, and her efforts set her apart as an 
example for her peers. 

Mr. Speaker, it is my pleasure to add my 
name to the recognition of Shelby’s accom-
plishments, and wish her the best in her future 
endeavors. I encourage all of my colleagues in 
the House to show their support by joining me 
in taking the No Straw November challenge. 
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IN RECOGNITION OF LUZERNE 
COUNTY COMMUNITY COLLEGE 
ON THEIR 50TH ANNIVERSARY 

HON. MATT CARTWRIGHT 
OF PENNSYLVANIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, October 5, 2017 

Mr. CARTWRIGHT. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to honor Luzerne County Community 
College, which is celebrating its 50th anniver-
sary this year. LCCC was founded in 1966 by 
the Luzerne County Board of Commissioners 
as a public, two-year college to provide afford-
able, accessible education for residents of 
Northeastern Pennsylvania and first began 
educating students in 1967. 

When the College opened in 1967, North-
eastern Pennsylvania was facing a pivotal mo-
ment in its history as the regional economy 
shifted away from coal industry jobs. The Col-
lege responded to the demand for qualified, 
educated individuals to meet the needs of the 
area’s rapidly changing industrial framework. 
From a two-building location in Wilkes-Barre, 
LCCC moved to its permanent, 122–acre loca-
tion in Nanticoke in 1974. In the early 2000s, 
LCCC began expanding its reach beyond its 
Nanticoke Campus to include Hazelton, Ber-
wick, Elk Lake, and its newest location in 
downtown Scranton. 

Today, Luzerne County Community College 
offers associate degree, certificate, and di-
ploma programs to over 5,000 students annu-
ally. The community college option provides 
affordable college education to a diverse stu-
dent body from recent high school graduates 
to adult learners who are returning to the 
classroom for the first time since high school. 
LCCC offers programs in Nursing, Criminal 
Justice, Business Administration, and Com-
puter Information Systems. 

For many students, their education does not 
end with Luzerne County Community College. 
Many choose to continue their education at 
one of over 40 baccalaureate degree-awarding 
institutions with which LCCC has matriculation 
or transfer agreements. Many students in 
Northeastern Pennsylvania are set on a path-
way toward success that begins with a strong 
educational groundwork from LCCC. 

The College is committed to remaining at 
the forefront in affordable, accessible edu-
cation in the Wyoming Valley and continues to 
adapt and respond to meet the needs of the 

area’s growing and changing educational, eco-
nomic, and industrial needs. 

f 

IN HONOR OF REVEREND ELIJAH 
SMITH, SR. 

HON. SANFORD D. BISHOP, JR. 
OF GEORGIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Thursday, October 5, 2017 

Mr. BISHOP of Georgia. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to honor a dedicated man of God, com-
munity servant, Civil Rights Leader, family 
man and friend of longstanding, Rev. Elijah 
Smith, Sr. Sadly, Rev. Smith passed away on 
October 2, 2017. His funeral service will be 
held on Saturday, October 7, 2017 at 1 p.m. 
at the St. Peter A.M.E. Church in Fort Valley, 
Georgia. 

Reverend Elijah Smith, Sr. was born on De-
cember 28, 1939, in Fort Valley, Georgia, to 
the union of the late Mr. Samuel L. Smith and 
the late Mrs. Ola M. Johnson Smith. He was 
educated in the Peach County School System. 

On October 11, 1964, Reverend Smith re-
ceived a calling that would change his life for-
ever—he was called to preach the Gospel of 
Jesus Christ. He acknowledged this calling at 
the Allen Chapel A.M.E. Church in Peach 
County. His first pastoral appointment oc-
curred in 1967 in the Eastman Circuit in East-
man, Georgia. He served in Eastman for four 
years. He was then assigned to the Allen 
Chapel and Mountain Creek A.M.E. Churches 
in Sumter County where he served for a total 
of 13 years. In 1984, he was assigned to the 
St. John A.M.E. Church in Columbus, Georgia. 
During this time, the church was destroyed by 
a tornado and he was instrumental in the re-
building of the church at its current location on 
Steam Mill Road in Columbus. He served at 
St. John for ten years. Because of his legacy 
of service and his commitment to the Gospel 
of Jesus Christ, he was appointed by Bishop 
Donald George Kenneth Ming as the Presiding 
Elder of the Eastern District. He was at the 
time one of three presiding Elders in the 
Southwest Georgia Conference of thee Afri-
can-Methodist Episcopal Church. At the time 
of his retirement as a Presiding Elder, he was 
senior Presiding Elder in charge of thirty-six 
churches. He also retired as a Civil Service 
Employee at Robins Air Force Base, as an 
electronic technician. He also was an entre-
preneur, as he was the owner of D and S Flo-
rist in Fort Valley, Georgia. 

Shirley Chisholm once said that, ‘‘Service is 
the rent that we pay for the space that we oc-
cupy here on this earth.’’ Reverend Smith not 
only paid his rent, as a minister of the gospel, 
but he paid his rent with his many social and 
civic affiliations. During his lifetime, he re-
ceived many awards to include: Jośeph Ros-
coe Campbell Freedom Award for service to 
the Concerned Citizens Movement for the 
Americus-Sumter County NAACP; Special 
Recognition Award for outstanding and dedi-
cated service to the Americus Police Depart-
ment and the Sumter County Community for 

VerDate Sep 11 2014 04:04 Oct 06, 2017 Jkt 079060 PO 00000 Frm 00001 Fmt 0626 Sfmt 9920 E:\CR\FM\K05OC8.001 E05OCPT1dl
hi

ll 
on

 D
S

K
3G

LQ
08

2P
R

O
D

 w
ith

 R
E

M
A

R
K

S



CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — Extensions of RemarksE1330 October 5, 2017 
his spiritual guidance as chaplain; The Martin 
Luther King, Jr. Minister’s Community Service 
Award in recognition of outstanding and meri-
torious service to the church and community 
from the Columbus; Georgia Chapter of Push; 
the Sixth Episcopal District (state of Georgia) 
sons of Allen Award of Support; one of the 50 
Most influential African Americans in the Co-
lumbus-Ft. Benning and Phenix City Area. He 
was also a lifetime member of the NAACP, 
since March of 1996. Reverend Smith served 
as a past President of the Americus-Sumter 
Branch of the NAACP. He was always push-
ing African-Americans to use their political 
power at the ballot box to effectuate positive 
social change. 

Rev. Elijah Smith loved people and he al-
ways fought for what was right. He was guid-
ed by his love of God and his love of people. 
Mother Teresa once said that, ‘‘At the end of 
life we will not be judged by how many diplo-
mas we have received, how much money we 
have made, how many great things we have 
done. We will be judged by ’I was hungry, and 
you gave me something to eat, I was naked 
and you clothed me. I was homeless, and you 
took me in.’ ’’ Rev. Elijah Smith used his life 
for good and to help others. He always be-
lieved that the ‘‘time is always right to do that 
which is right.’’ 

On a personal note, Rev. Smith and his 
family have been dear friends to my wife Viv-
ian and me for many years, and I will always 
value the support, encouragement and coun-
sel that he imparted to me over the years. 

Rev. Elijah Smith was a great man and ac-
complished many things in his life, but none of 
this would have been possible with out the 
love and support of his family. His legacy lives 
on through his wife, Janet, his children, step 
children, grandchildren and all of those that he 
touched in a special way. 

Mr. Speaker, my wife Vivian and I, along 
with the more than 730 000 constituents of the 
Second Congressional District of Georgia sa-
lute and honor the life of Reverend Elijah 
Smith, Sr. for his commitment to spreading the 
Gospel of Jesus Christ for over five decades 
and serving humankind. I ask my colleagues 
in the House of Representatives to join us in 
extending our deepest condolences to Rev-
erend Smith’s family during this difficult time. 
We pray that they will be consoled and com-
forted by an abiding faith and the Holy Spirit 
in the days, weeks and months ahead. 

f 

TRIBUTE TO LIEUTENANT GEN-
ERAL JAY SILVERIA, SUPER-
INTENDENT, U.S. AIR FORCE 
ACADEMY, COLORADO 

HON. ANNA G. ESHOO 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Thursday, October 5, 2017 

Ms. ESHOO. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
honor Lieutenant General Jay Silveria, the Su-
perintendent of the U.S. Air Force Academy in 
Colorado, and include in the RECORD the tran-
script of his powerful remarks. After five Afri-
can-American cadet candidates found racial 
slurs written on the doors of their dorm rooms, 
Lt. Gen. Silveria gathered the cadets together 
and forcefully denounced the acts of racism in 
a speech that has gained national attention, 
with more than 1.7 million views on Facebook 
and over 22,000 shares on Twitter. 

Our nation was founded on the principles of 
equality and the inalienable rights of our citi-
zens. Throughout our history Americans like 
Lt. General Silveria have fought to defend 
these rights. His remarks are the masterpiece 
of a true patriot and one we should all remem-
ber and be inspired by as we continue to 
strive for E Pluribus Unum and a more perfect 
union. 

[Full Remarks, 28 September 2017] 
(By Lieutenant General Jay Silveria) 

Ladies and gentlemen, you may have heard 
that some people down in the prep school 
wrote some racial slurs on some message 
boards. If you haven’t heard that, I wanted 
you to hear it from me. If you’re outraged by 
those words then you’re in the right place. 
That kind of behavior has no place at the 
prep school, it has no place at USAFA, and it 
has no place in the US Air Force. 

You should be outraged, not only as an air-
man, but as a human being. And I’ll tell you, 
that the appropriate response for horrible 
language and horrible ideas, the appropriate 
response is a better idea. So that’s why I’m 
here. That’s why all these people are up here 
on the staff tower, so let me have everybody 
who’s up here please pull forward to the 
rails. Also, there’s so many people here, 
they’re lining the outsides along the win-
dows. These are members of the faculty, 
coaching staff, AOC’s, AMT’s, from the air-
field, from my staff, from my headquarters, 
all aspects of the 10th Airbase Wing, all as-
pects that make up USAFA and the United 
States Air Force Academy leadership is here. 
You heard from Brigadier General Goodwin, 
Brigadier General Armacost is here, Colonel 
Block from the athletic department is here, 
Mr. Knowlton is in Washington, DC right 
now. 

That’s why they’re here. That’s why we’re 
all here, because we have a better idea. Some 
of you may think that that happened down 
in the prep school and doesn’t apply to us. I 
would be naive and we would all be naive to 
think that everything is perfect here. We 
would be naive to think that we shouldn’t 
discuss this topic. We would also be tone- 
deaf not to think about the backdrop of 
what’s going on in our country. Things like 
Charlottesville and Ferguson, the protests in 
the NFL, that’s why we have a better idea. 
One of those ideas, the Dean brought people 
together to discuss Charlottesville because 
what we should have is a civil discourse and 
talk about these issues, that’s a better idea. 

We received outstanding feedback from 
that session at Charlottesville, but I also 
have a better idea and it’s about our diver-
sity, and it’s the power of the diversity, the 
power of the 4,000 of you and all of the people 
that are on the staff tower and lining the 
glass, the power of us as a diverse group, the 
power that we come from all walks of life, 
that we come from all parts of this country, 
that we come from all races, we come from 
all backgrounds, gender, all makeup, all up-
bringing. The power of that diversity comes 
together and makes us that much more pow-
erful. That’s a much better idea than small 
thinking and horrible ideas. We have an op-
portunity here, 5,500 people in this room, to 
think about what we are as an institution. 
This is our institution and no one can take 
away our values. No one can write on a board 
and question our values. No one can take 
that away from us. 

So just in case you’re unclear on where I 
stand on this topic, I’m going to leave you 
with my most important thought today: If 
you can’t treat someone with dignity and re-
spect, then you need to get out. If you can’t 
teach someone from another gender, whether 
that’s a man or a woman, with dignity and 
respect, then you need to get out. If you de-

mean someone in any way, then you need to 
get out. And if you can’t treat someone from 
another race or a different color skin with 
dignity and respect, then you need to get 
out. 

Reach for your phones. I’m serious, reach 
for your phones. OK, you don’t have to reach 
for your phones, I’m going to give you an op-
portunity to reach for your phones. I want 
you to videotape this so that you can have 
it, so that you can use it, so that we all have 
the moral courage together, all of us on the 
staff tower lining the glass, all of us in this 
room. This is our institution, and if you need 
it, and you need my words, then you keep 
these words. And you use them and you re-
member them and you share them and you 
talk about them. If you can’t treat someone 
with dignity and respect, then get out. 

f 

IN HONOR OF THE HONORABLE 
SAM FARR AND THE ELEVATION 
OF PINNACLES TO A NATIONAL 
PARK 

HON. JIMMY PANETTA 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, October 5, 2017 

Mr. PANETTA. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
recognize my predecessor in this seat, the 
Honorable Sam Farr, for one of the most sig-
nificant accomplishments of his public career. 
In 2012, he led a remarkable bi-partisan effort 
to pass legislation that elevated the Pinnacles 
National Monument to our nation’s 59th na-
tional park. On Saturday, October 7, the Pin-
nacles National Park Foundation will recognize 
Sam for this instrumental contribution to the 
conservation and interpretation of our nation’s 
natural heritage. 

Mr. Speaker, the Pinnacles is a truly re-
markable place, but the Pinnacles National 
Park is more than its stunning scenery. The 
remnant of a 23 million-year-old volcano, the 
San Andreas fault carried the Pinnacles sev-
eral hundred miles north to its present loca-
tion. Its unique habitats form an island of bio-
diversity that is home to numerous unique 
plant and animal species, including the Cali-
fornia Condor and over 400 species of bees. 

It is also a place for people. The indigenous 
Amah Mutsun and Piknacih peoples lived 
amongst, traveled through, and revered the 
Pinnacles for thousands of years. The Spanish 
friars planted one of California’s first vineyards 
in the shadow of the Pinnacles. After Cali-
fornia became part of the United States, local 
ranchers would take summer trips to the Pin-
nacles caves to escape the heat. A rancher 
from one of those families, Schuler Hain, led 
a public campaign to have the Federal Gov-
ernment protect the Pinnacles. That cul-
minated in President Theodore Roosevelt des-
ignating the Pinnacles a National Monument in 
1908. 

In the 5 years since its elevation to National 
Park status, even more people have come to 
visit the Pinnacles. This has provided a re-
markable boost for the surrounding commu-
nities’ economies, who have seen increases in 
their hospitality business. Prior to arriving to 
Congress, I heard Sam tell the story that the 
idea to author legislation initially came during 
a Rotary meeting in a community near the 
Pinnacles. A Rotarian suggested that making 
the Pinnacles a National Park would help the 
local economy. 
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